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tance of rage. He defended the creation of the "national front,"
answered the moderates with the threat that he would consider any
thought of participation in a government which accepted the
Young plan as treason and "the end of national culture/' what-
ever that might mean. The opposition to him and his fellow-
capitalists was led by the old aristocracy and, driven to fury, he
declared war in advance on any attempt on their part to come
to terms with "Marxism" by which he meant Populists, Centrists,
Democrats, and the luckless Socialists who now, farther from
Marxism than at any time in their intellectual history, had to
suffer the perpetual stigma attached to any association, however
meaningless, with its hated name. That he was about to wreck
his party did not disturb that amateur of combinations who is
conspicuous among German politicians for his total lack of any sense
of loyalty to either party or principle; by wrecking it he intended
to make it finally his party. The methods of big business were
to be used to crush out competition and to make hirp sole managing
director of a political monopoly; the personnel was a matter of
indifference and if there were any gentlemen in the party to whom
such methods were displeasing, the sooner he was rid of them
and their silly scruples the better.
The "Freedom bill," dragged into the Reichstag as a result of
the initiative, was of course overwhelmingly defeated clause by
clause. It gave Curtius a splendid opportunity for his maiden
speech as foreign minister. It was an able speech, but, unlike
a Stresemann speech, it was dull. Still it was a dull debate.
Hugenberg emulated Achilles and refused to utter a syllable and
the sole brightness was supplied by the solemn, bespectacled
ex-engineer Feder, joint and humourless author of the original
National Socialist programme, who proposed that all those who
accepted the Young plan should be hanged—a crude but charac-
teristically effective method of realizing the one-party state. The
voting alone was exciting. Clause One was defeated by 318 votes
to 82; Clause Two by 312 to 80; Clause Three by 312 to 8o>
but on the "shameful clause" the minority fell to 60. A score
of the most respected Nationalist members had abstained from
voting. This time it was not a mere manoeuvre like the voting

